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Welcoming the will of God
At the same time, Joseph is “an accepting Father,” because he “accepted
Mary unconditionally” — an important gesture even today, says Pope
Francis, “in our world where psychological, verbal and physical violence
towards women is so evident.” But the Bridegroom of Mary is also the one
who, trusting in the Lord, accepts in his life even the events that he does not
understand, “setting aside his own ideas” and reconciling himself with his
own history.
Joseph’s spiritual path “is not one that explains, but accepts” — which does
not mean that he is “resigned.” Instead, he is “courageously and firmly
proactive,” because with “Holy Spirit’s gift of fortitude,” and full of hope,
he is able “to accept life as it 1s, with all its contradictions, frustrations and
disappointments.”
In practice, through St. Joseph, it is as if God were to repeat to us: “Do not
be afraid!” because “faith gives meaning to every event, however happy or
sad,” and makes us aware that “God can make flowers spring up from stony
ground.” Joseph “did not look for shortcuts but confronted reality with open
eyes and accepted personal responsibility for it.” For this reason, “he
encourages us to accept and welcome others as they are, without exception,
and to show special concern for the weak™.

Prayer

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son;
in you Mary placed her trust;

with you Christ became man.

Blessed Joseph, to us too,

show yourself a father

and guide us in the path of life.

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage,
and defend us from every evil. Amen






